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IIl.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)— Police. : 


Rerurrinc to the case against the two constables of the Calcutta 
Reserve Police who were charged with having, in 
The charge of robbery against broad day-light, robbed a sweetmeat vendor of his 
ich ——_ of the Calcutta whole stock of sweets, and who were discharged by 
the Magistrate for want of satisfactory identifica- 
tion, the Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika (Calcutta) of the 24th 
December says that there is nothing, of course, to be said against the order of 
the Court discharging the accused. But it certainly behoved the Commissioner 
of Police to direct a searching enquiry to be made into the serious charge of 
robbery in broad day-light -in the heart of the metropolis which had been 
brought against two members of the city police. It is to be hoped that 
Mr, Bignell will cause such an enquiry to be instituted and punish the persons 
who may be found guilty, if only to remove the prevailing impression that 
the police, the so-called preserver, is nothing but the devourer of the people. 
2. The same paper says that all police reform will be impossible until 
the present unholy and intimate union between the 
police and the Magistracy is completely dissolved 
and the Magistrates cease to identify themselves with the police. The case of 
Krishna Nath Biswas versus a rival landholder of the Netrakona subdivision in 
the Mymensingh district, in which the local police were assaulted by the 
latter’s men and the assaulters were severely punished by a local Deputy 
Magistrate, clearly shows how the police is supported and encouraged by the 
Magistracy. In disposing of the appeal of the defendants in this case, the 
Sessions Judge not only acquitted them but passed a strong censure on the 
conduct of the police. As this was extremely painful to the District Magistrate, 
the patron of the police, he asked Government to move the High Court with 
@ view of getting the orders of the Sessions Judge set aside. Now, in this case 


The police and the Magistracy. 


why did the Magistrate support the police, even when it was known to have acted 
in an unjust, improper, and illegal manner, and move heaven and earth for this 


very trifling matter? It is et clear that the police took part in the 
quarrel because it had been won over by Krishna Nath. When the case was 


one involving a question of proprietorship, why did the police support the 
cause of a particular party ? And if in such cases the police is insulted or’ 
assaulted, then who is really responsible for the loss of prestige which is: 
suffered by the executive ? If, in its greed for money and for the purpose of 
gaining its selfish ends, the police takes an active part in ‘non-cognisable 
cases, it is clearly the duty of an able and energetic Magistrate to 


punish it as soon as he is informed of the matter. Magistrates, however, 


are not at present found to follew this one only proper course. They: 
seem to think that the police is their right hand, and that any insult offered 
to the police is insult offered to themselves. That is why in casessent up by the’ 


police they are, in a manner, regarded as plaintiffs, and that is also the reason 
why Deputy Magistrates, even though perfectly convinced that the police is to 


blame and the accused are innocent, punish them in order to keep Magistrates 


in good humour. But the Sessions Judges are men of greater independence, 
and may be presumed to be utterly indifferent as to the good or bad opinion 
of the Magistrates. It is only when the Sessions Judges act with impartiality 
in such cases that the accused obtain justice. Unfortunately, the great 


majority of Magistrates at the present time are lika this Magistrate of 
Mymensingh. Government would confer a great benefit on the country even 


if it should divest this class of magisterial officers of their judicial functions 
and make them superior police officials. | 

3. The Sukrid [Noakhali] of the 25th December says that a woman 
named Fajuri complained at the Daudkandi police- 
station in the Tippera district that nine Mussalmans 
| had outraged her. The Sub-Inspector in charge 
of the thana, however, did not think it fit to make an investigation. The 
woman, thereupon, sought redress in the Criminal Court at Comilla, whereupon 
three of the offenders were committed to the Sessions. All the three accused 


Outrage ona woman attempted 
to be concealed by the police. 


were found guilty at the Sessions and sentenced to seven years’ imprisonment » 
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each. In passing judgment, the Sessions Judge severely criticised the 
conduct of the Bab-fnspestor of Police, Rajani Kanta Ghosh, and considered 
the village chaukidars deserving of punishment for having attempted to 
suppress the incident, It is strange that the authorities have not yet thought 
fit to punish Rajani Kanta and the chaukidars in question. It will be 
impossible for the people to save their ijut, if police officers, who help criminals 
or try to hide or save them, are not punished by the authorities. 

4, Referring to the case in which two constables of the Calcutta Reserve 

Police were charged before Mr. Abdur Rahim, 
Some offending constables of the Northern Division Magistrate of Calcutta, with 
ee ee committing oppression on a sweetmeat hawker in 
front of the Calcutta Police Hospital and were discharged for want of identifica- 
tion, the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 26th December considers it shameful for 
the Calcutta Police that constables who committed oppression on a poor man 
in broad day-light and on a public street in Calcutta could not be traced 
and brought to justice. The writer is under the impression that either the 
Commissioner of Police did not make a proper investigation, or those who 
conducted the investigation suppressed the incident to save police prestige. 
How could it be possible that, under the British Government, which finds out 
culprits hiding themselves even in jungles, hills and mountain caves, a few 
offenders could not be traced in a hospital in Calcutta ? 

5. A correspondent of the Dacca Prakash (Dacca) of the 28th 
December considers it strange that the two Musal- 
mans, who attacked a peon of the Lauhajangha 
post-office in the Faridpur district in broad day- 
light with a view of robbing him of the money he was carrying, have not yet 
been apprehended. 


An attempted robbery on a post 
peon not traced. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


6. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Pairika Kgoved of the 
. lanai 24th December says a / ~ sh “ 4 be om ome ae 
new Fule issued by the Appel- igsued by the Appellate Side of the Calcutta Hi 
rata cle esas Court, ial will gone into force on New Year's 
Day, requires that in future when High Court vakils take up cases they should 
receive instructions only from some other vakil, or some attorney or mukhtear 
of the Court, or from his own mukhtear or from some vakil who is duly 
authorised to act for him in the mufassal, and that when even a vakil files his 
vakalatnama in Court, he should invariably state therein the name of the party 
from whom he has received his instructions. It is hard to understand why 
such a rule has been made. It will cause great hardship and inconvenience to | 
all people in the mufassal who may find it necessary to conduct cases in the. 
High Court. Fancy the inconvenience that is sure to result from a rule that 
requires that without a registered am-mukhiarnama not even the brothers, sons 
or other relations of the parties will be allowed to file cases in the High Court! 
Many people are prevented by their business in the mufassal from residing in 
Calcutta, while many more cannot afford to incur the expenses of a journey to 
it.. Such persons have so long had their cases managed and looked after in the 
High Court by their city friends and relatives. When the new rule comes 
into force, litigants hailing from the mufassal will be needlessly put to the 
expense of registering their am-mukhiarnamas and the trouble of constant 


attendance at the registry office. ‘i’he new rule is perfectly unnecessary and, as 
such, undeserving of public approval. 


red 


i. The same paper contains an srticle commenting on the remark 
car 2. made by the Chief Justice in the course of his 
judiciary. =~==SSS*~=CS*é<‘i—=é=*:*é‘i«éS#*pE@CH At’: tho Woodburn Mecmorrrital meeting to the 
effect that in his relations with the High Court the 

late Lieutenant-Governor had never attempted to influence the Honourable 
Judges in any way. Now this remark suggests three reflections: (1) It confirms 
the popular impression that other and previous Lieutenant-Governors had 
possibly sought to bring over the High Court to their own ways of thinking. 
(2) If the impression is right and well founded, then the fact that the head of 
the Provincial executive has sought to interfere with the impartial and unfet- 
tered administration of justice by the High Court Judges, and that the heads of 


¢ 


— oe 


the Provincial judiciary have thrown overboard their conscience and independ- 
ence under external influence and pressure, must be regarded as a deep stain on 
the English character. (3) If the impression is baseless, why did the Chief 
Justice make such a perfectly needlessand uncalled-for statement? The fact 
is. the statement is such as cannot fail to suggest the inference that the Chief 
Justice seems to have been anxious to hide something, To be plain, what 
Sir Francis Maclean really aimed at in his speech at the Memorial meeting was 
a justification of the official action in the Pennell case. The next point to be 
noted is the Chief Justice’s praise of the late Sir John Woodburn’s lavish 
hospitality, of which, it is clear, he had frequently partaken. Now, the native 
Press has always condemned the practice of magisterial officers enjoying the 
hospitality of non-official Europeans in this country, on the ground that it 
promotes intimacy between host and guest and thereby interferes with an 
impartial administration of justice by the officers of Government. Such 
intimacy between the executive and the judiciary is injurious to the best 
interests of the country, That such intimacy existed between the Chief 
Justice and the late Lieutenant-Governor is proved by what the former himself 


stated at the meeting. 


Now, who shall say that the relations of host and guest had been suspended 
during the continuance of the Pennell affair, or that the Chief Justice and the 
late Lieutenant-Governor had not, while sitting at the same dinner table and 
during that period, talked over that matter? Of course, we do not believe that, 
as a matter of fact, there used to be such conversations, nor can we possibly 
entertain the idea that an honourable man like the late Lieutenant-Governor 
tried to unduly influence an equally honourable man like the Chief Justice. 
But, then, the poet sings of the charms of the hospitable board, which open the 
heart, set the tongue free, and make heart unite with heart, Then do the host 
and the guest find themselves of one heart and one soul; what the one says 
enters into the other’s heart, and what the one feels is communicated to and felt 
by the other. What wonder, then, that under the influence of feasts and 
dinners, one should unconsciously yield to the influence of another? All this 
is perfectly natural. It is considerations like these which are said to have led 
the late Chief Justice, Sir Comer Petheram, to the conclusion that it was not 
proper for a judicial officer to accept invitations to dinner or join in any other 
social function. 


8. The Mitavadi [Calcutta] of the 26th December says that the District 
| and Sessions Judge of Poona has acquitted 
Sno THe O80, Mr, Tilak of the charge under section 211 of the 
Indian Penal Code which was brought against him by Nagpurkar and has made 
the remark that, under the circumstances under which Tilak had brought the 
charges under sections 206 and 208 against Nagpurkar, ninety-nine persons out 
of a hundred would bring them, Yet Nagpurkar had the audacity to charge 
Tilak with having brought them falsely, and the City Magistrate, Mr. Carvallo, 
sanctioned the prosecution! There is also a rumour that the Government of 
Bombay has sanctioned Rs. 20,000 for the prosecution of the case against 
Tilak! Is it a fact that such an arrangement has been made to crush a poor 
Brahman, who has not the means to engage a Barrister to defend him, and who 
magnanimously declined the offer of the public to help him with funds? 
Mr. Karandikar, pleader, has earned the thanks of the public by undertaking 
Tilak’s defence without remuneration. 


(d)— Education. 


9. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 27th December writes :— 


We are neither astonished nor astounded, like 

oa ew fext-books for verna- our contemporaries, to see the new text-books for 
vernacular schools, because we know that those 

who have been entrusted with the selection of such text-books have not, with 
one or two exceptions, the least concern with the Bengali language and cannot 
even read Bengali, much less write it. Most of the men whose duty now is to 
select vernacular text-books like them to be written in a language in which 
grammar and rhetoric have been murdered, which is replete with other defects,-— 


_ which is, in fact, not the Bengali of Bengalis, but the Bengali of Christian | 


HITAvaDI, 
Dec. 26th, 1902. 


BasSUMATI, 
Dec. 27th, 1902, 
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missionaries, and over which even school boys cannot contain their laughter. 
As a consequence, the worthless books published by Macmillan and Company © 
have been adopted, and books written in good and correct Bengali and 
calculated to teach idiomatic Bengali to Bengali school boys, have been 
rejected. The Director of Public Instruction himself has decided that school- 
books should not be intended to teach language to the boys. We should not, 
therefore, wonder if the Bengali text-books now finding favour with the 
authorities were made up of such translations from English as—‘ Does the sun 


make the day? ‘‘ caq [% @ TB ataiacs © faa ?” 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


Samay, 10. A correspondent of the Samay [Calcutta] of the 26th December 
Dec. 26th, 1902, The Howrch Municivelit complains that the sweepers in the Howrah Munici- 
Ce eee ality go about sweeping the roads at 10 a.m., when 


people go to office or other places of business, ‘The streets of this Municipality 
are not properly watered and lighted. There are gas lamps in some quarters, 
such as Harcourt’s Lane, which are inhabited only by low people, while some 
quarters, such as Ramkristopore Lane and Kailash Chandra Basu’s Lane, 
inhabited by respectable people, are lighted only with oil lamps or are not 
' lighted at all. There are many lanes which are never repaired. The drains 
are in a wretched condition. The conservancy of many quarters is equally 


bad. 
Hitavan1, 11. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 26th December says that one Mataroa, 
Dec. 26th, 1902 a cooly boy employed in the municipal slaughter- 


Cruel treatment of a cooly boy house in Calcutta,has brought a serious charge in 

un Meee of the Cal- the Calcutta Police Court against Mr. Watts, 
Superintendent of the slaughter-house. He com- 

lained that one day as he was warming himself near a fire made by himself 

in the slaughter-house, Mr. Watts came near him, and either with a view of 

unishing him or for the sake of making fun, lifted him up and threw him 

into the fire, and that though he was not killed, his legs were severely burnt. 

Mre. Watts, chancing to see what had occurred, remoustrated with her husband 

and made arrangements for the boy’s treatment. The boy’s father was not at 

home when all this occurred, but on coming home he, on the 14th December. 

last, brought the matter to the notice of the Chairman of the Municipality and 

took the boy to the Secretary and showed him the injuries the boy had 

sustained. The Secretary wrote to the District Engineer of District No. 1 

narrating the occurrence, but no further steps were taken by the municipal 
authorities, with this exception, that they dismissed the boy from the service, 

If this be a true story, it shows how the meanness of beasts calling themselves 

Europeans is increasing in the country. 
Banaavam, 12. The Bangavass [ Calcutta] of the 27th December has the following :— 
Deo, 27tb, 1902, ae Many different theories have been propounded 
wae ane Prevalence of malaria as to the cause of malaria, The one which now. 
" seems to be most in favour is that which lays all 
r the blame for this dire evil at the door of the anopheles gnat. Extirpate these 
gnats, say the propounders of this theory, and you will stamp out malaria. 

Rut even these savants declare that it is not the bite of every anopheles 
gnat, but the bite of only such among them as are affected with malaria, that 
causes the disease. And the question is, where do these gnats get the poison 
from? Seeing that the number of gnats affected with malaria in a place is 
always in proportion to the prevalence of malaria in that place, we are inclined 
to believe that the cause of malaria is one and the same in these gnats and 
in human beings, and that the cause only acts differently in the two different 
organisms, These gnats do not therefore generate malaria, but only aid in 
ite dissemination. Their extirpation would not, therefore, serve to stamp out 

malaria. It would not be bad, however, to make the experiment. 

But experiments are often attended with very fatal and quite unforeseen 
results. Students of political economy believe that land, labour, and capital 

are the three agents in the production of wealth in a country. All jungle 
_ in this country was therefore cut down and the cleared land was brought under 
: cultivation. Drought and famine, however, followed, and the economists, who 


5 


a ee 2 


ey 


d hoped to see only fields covered with green crop, saw, to their great discom- 
rove the land they had caused to be cleared whitened with the bones of human 


beings and animals. 
To counteract this d 


rought, irrigation canals were excavated, and the 


result was shrunken and silted-up streams, obstructed drainage, and floods 
which accelerated the silting process by washing down immense quantities of 
silt into the river-beds. In this way the Jamuna, the Anjana, the Betravati, 
and the Bhairab in Lower Benga) were silted up and the natural drainage of 
the country was obstructed. Jt was when the rivers were thus silted up that 
malaria first made its appearance in Bengal. _ es 

Malaria made its appearance in Jessore with the silting-up of the Bhairab 
and the Betravati. The whole tract in Nadia from Madanpur Kanchrapara to 
Ichapur Gobardanga was desolated by malaria when the Jatnuna was silted up. 
The silting-up of the Banka and the Saraswati in Burdwan was also followed 
by the appearance of malaria. 


Irrigation canals hav 


e been followed by malaria in other provinces also ; 


for instance, in the Punjab. Qn the other hand, wherever obstructed drainage 
has been set free, the prevalence of malaria has diminished, Campania affords 
a striking proof of this. Malaria is generally found to prevail on damp soil. 
Many damp parts of Africa used to suffer greatly from malaria, But the 
prevalence of malaria has now greatly diminised in those parts by the planting 
of the eucalyptus tree, which draws considerable moisture from the soil. We 
are of opinion that the prevalence of malaria will greatly diminish in this 
country if, putting a stop tothe excavation of irrigation canals, Government 
dredges silted-up rivers like the Jamuna, provides good drinking water by 
the excavation of tanks in villages, and clears the natural drainage of the 


country, 


(f)—Questions affecting the land. 3 
13. A correspondent of the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 26th December 


Rent instalments in a pargana 
of the Midnapore khas mahal. 


says that formerly the rents of the raiyats in the 
Doro pargana of the Government khas mahal in 
meg were collected in twelve instalments. 


The late Collector, Mr. Faulder, reduced the number of instalments to four, and 
in spite of the fact that the pargana has been long suffering from want of 
sufficient rain and will reap only a 4-anna harvest this year, it is said that 


this year the rents will 


be collected in two instalments—12 annas in Pous 


and 4 annas in Chatira. Is this oppressive arrangement made in the elation 


of the authorities at His M 


ajesty’s Coronation ? 


(g)—Raslways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 
14, The’ Chinsura Vartavaha (Chinsura] of the 21st December considers 


The dismissal of a railway 
guard. 


it wrong on the part of the authorities of the 
Hooghly-Naihati branch of the East Indian Rail- 
way to have simply dismissed the guard who 


ought to have travelled with the 16-Down train from Hooghly to Naihati on a 
recent date, but was absent from his duty. It is the staff of the Hooghly junc- 
tion station who ought to have been’punished for giving the train order to start 


though it had no guard. 


15, The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 


A railway complaint. 


24th December says that lately a Panjabi gateman 
stationed at the Seoraphuli station of the East: 


Indian Railway severely thrashed an old woman who was going to the station 
through its gate with a child in her arms, and that the Station Master, though 
informed of the occurrenca, did nothing to redress her grievance, Oppression 


by this class of railway s 


ervants is being daily overlooked, and thereby in a 


manner encouraged. It is really alarming that railway employés should be 
thus permitted to grievously assault people with impunity for nominal breaches 


of the Company’s rules. 
receive the attention of M 


It is to be hoped that the old woman’s case will 
r. Dring, the Agent, 3 


16. Babu Banku Bihari Sarkar, writing from Giridih in the HMitavadi 


A railway complaint. 


Calcutta} of the 26th December, complains that on 
e 6th November last he was abused by a railway 
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cooly who was at the time keeping guard ata gate at the Tarakeswar station 


on the Tarakeswar branch of the East Indian Railway, and that on complaint 


to the Station Master, the latter believed the false story of the cooly, that the 


correspondent had first ill-treated him, and was also ‘about to beat him with 


his umbrella, and told the correspondent that he could make him over to the 


olice for having obstructed a railway servant in the discharge of his duty. 

‘he gate-keeper also disregarded the order of the guard of the train (No. 44) 
to send the correspondent’s luygage to the train either by his own men or by 
railway coolies. aa 


(h)— General, 


17. The Pratinidhi [Comilla] of the 24th December has the following in 
its English columns:— 

That a‘ telegram to Calcutta dailies, by a 
Sylhet correspondent, to say that the transfer of 
this Division to Assam has been definitely settled and takes effect from April 
next, has caused a great consternation here among the educated circle. 
We can hardly persuade ourselves to believe thut such a momentous problem, 
both political and administrative, affecting the most vital interests of the people, 
has been solved, without allowing the vast millions of the Emperor’s subjects an 
Mpportunity to represent their views. This is an old question, no doubt. 
Opinions of the most distinguished Government officers and administrators, who 
lived, moved, and had their being amongst the people, for several years, were 
brought to bear upon the subject. The balance of opinions was against the 
transfer. The question was dropped. We do not see any reason why the 
—" should be revived and decided without taking the people into confi- 

ence. We hope it is yet premature to discuss the question, relymg upon mere — 
vayue rumours. 

Our Sylhet contemporary, the Weekly Chronicle, says :— 


There is a strong rumour that it is definitely settled that the Chittagong 
Division will be amalgamated with Assam from the Ist of April 1903. It 1s 
further rumoured that Sylhet will be subdivided into two sub-districts, Habigan] 
with a part of Maulvi B:zar, forming one sub-district with a Magistrate-Collec- 
tor and a Subordinate Judge. We would not have given currency to these 
‘rumours but for the persistency and authority with which they have been 
repeated. We, however, hope that before a change so revolutionary is finally 
decided upon, an opportunity will be given to the public to express their views 
in the matter. 
We are glad to note that the member for this Division, in the Bengal 
Legislative ‘Council, the Hon’ble Maulvi Serajal Islam, Khan Bahadur, has 
given notice of the foliowing question to the Council :— ; 


oe Will G »vernment be pleased to inform the Council whether it is true that 
the Chittagong Division will be amalgamated with the Province of Assam from 


the Ist of April 1903? If so, will the Government kindiy state the reasons that 
have induced them to order the transfer?” : 


We have been anxiously waiting for the reply of the Government. 

We are grateful to the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur that he has taken up the 
question so. promptly. We hope and trust that he would leave no stone 
unturned to raise his voice against the retrograde measure. In the mean- 
time the leading men of our Division should be up and doing. 

Here is an important work for the Chittagong Divisional Union. We are 
glad that the Secretary of the Union of the Tippera branch has addressed 


notes to the Secretaries of the Chittagong and Noakhali branches to take steps 
in the matter. ) 


18, Referring to the rumoured transfer of the Chittagong Division to 


The rumoured transfer of the Assam, the angalaya [Calcutta ] of the 27th 
Chittagong Division to Assam. D ecember SAYS = \ | | 
Chittagong is going to be transferred to Assam 
in order to supply the Assam tea-planters with a seaport. For the sake of 
trade and money and with the object of helping its countrymen, the English 
Government is golng to rob Chittagong of its caste. Under the Musalmans, 


f 
The rumoured transfer of the 
Chittagong Division to Assam. 


| - 


f 
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individuals sometimes lost their caste, but under the English a whole province 
is going to lose its caste. eds 

Both the Assamese and the people of Chittagong will be losers by the 
transfer. The former will be losers because the latter will become sharers 
with them of the posts and sinecures at the disposal of the Assam Government. 
Ohittagong, being more educated and enlightened than Assam, will completely 
throw Assam into the background. Chittagong will lose the a of 
electing a member to the Bengal Legislative Council. The Munsifs’ and 
Deputy Magistrates of Western Bengal will be freed from the fear of being 
sent: to such places as Fatikcheri. Raojan, Noakhali, Sandwip, Hill bas &ec. 
As for the common people, their lot need not be considered; it is like that of 
the dhenki (husking machine) in the Bengali adage—‘ The dhenks will bave to go 
on doing its husking work, even if it is translated into high heaven.’ 


1V.—NatTIvEe STATES. 


19. The Aitavadi [Calcutta] of the 26th December has the following :— 
, A Brahman was killed in Indore, and for some 
as aan ele hewof unknown reason, and by whose orders ‘it is not 
known, the four servants of Tatya Saheb, the 
nephew of the Maharaja, were arrested as the offenders. In accordance with 


usual practice, the case ought to have been investigated by the Superintendent 


of the Indore town police. But it was, as a matter of fact, investigated by the 
Superintendent of the District Police. What is all the more strange is that 
these four men were subsequently made witnesses in the case and released on 
bail, and Tatya Saheb himselt was arrested as the real culprit ! 

One might think that Tatya Saheb’s servants were made King’s evidence, 
but that was not the case. They were made ordinary witnesses and released 
on bail. A Special Magistrate was then appointed to try the case, and the 
manner in which the trial was held, shows the vast legal learning of this 
_ Magistrate, whom Government, in view of the fact that the conviction of the 
vulprit would subject him not only to the ordinary punishment prescribed in the 
law, but also to forfeiture of property under the special law of Indore, specially 
appointed to try it. | 

This jewel of a Magistrate wrote in his judgment that as all the principal 
‘witnesses in the cage were ‘l'atya Saheb’s servants, it was very probable that 
to save their master they suppressed the truth and denied before him the 
great part of what they had previously said before the other Magistrate. This 
wise Magistrate }'ad not the sense to see whether it was due to the influence of 
the police or to the gratitude the witnesses owed to the Maharaja that they said. 
one thing when in police custody and quite another thing: after their release on 
bail. and- why it was that the men who had been arrested as culprits were 
subsequently, without justification, made only ordinary witnesses. He also 


wrote in fils judgment that it was not for him but for the Sadar Court to 


determine what reliance could be placed on such evidence. If a Magistrate 
who tries a case does not decide such a question, what is he appointed to do? 
The Sadar Court, however, saw no complicity on the part of Tatya Saheb 
in the murder and acquitted him. This is certainly a matter of congratulation. 
But the question is, what was it that, all of a sudden, excited the suspicion of the 
police, and by whose orders was it that the police arrested a near relative of 
the Maharaja of Indore? Why, also, was not the attention of the Political 
Agent drawn to the strange manner in which the trial was conducted? All 


this has created an impression in the public mind that there is some mystery at , 


the bottom of the case. 
— 20. The Prativasi [Calcutta] of the 29th December contains a cartoon on 


A | | \ * 
the Pkg Bag settlement of there are two figures, one that of the late Sir Salar 


: Jung and the other that of the Nizam. Against 
the former is the following letter-press :— 


Ghost of Sir Salar Jung.—O, God! Ere the ink was dry, 
With which you signed my poor Berar away, 
You rallied, O! most wicked speed, to post, 
With such dexterity to the Elephant Show! 


) 


\ 


HIitaVADI, 
Dec. 26th, 1902, 


PRATIVASI, 


the settlement of the Berar question, in which, Dee. 29tb, 1902. 


ee 


VD Eee 
en aaa 
; i . * 


oO ame 


CHaRU MiHIR, 
Dec, 23rd, 1902, 


SRI Sri VISHNv- 
PRIYA-o- 
ANANDA BazaR 
PaTRIK4, 


Dec, 24th, 1902, 


MURSHIDABAD 
HITAISHI, 


Dec, 24th, 1902, 


( 12 ) 


The following line is given below the above lines :— 
‘“‘T am loyal according to my bond.”—(Cordelia). 


VI.—MIScELLANEOUS. 


21. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 23rd December says that 
Babu Akshay Kumar Chatterji, Deputy Magistrate 
The administration of a public of ‘['‘angail, collected a large sum of money for the 
fund in the Mymensingh district. = | hibition which was held at that place on the 
occasion of the last Saraswati Puja. ‘The Press published various rumours 
about the way in which the money had been spent. It was, however, hoped 
that Akshay Babu would put a stop to these rumours by giving to the public 
an account of the fund. But this he has not up to this time done, and he is 
again about to organise an exhibition for the next Saraswati Puja. Why is 
shay Babu so unwilling to render an account of the last year’s collections 
and expenditure? He is responsible to the subscribers for such an account, and 
it is hoped he will not make any more delay in rendering it, 


92. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Putrika [Calcutta] of the 
24th December says on the authority of a corre- 
How money is being raised in gpondent that although there are only two wealthy 
— Coronation Camindars in Bogra, still the District Magistrate 
has resolved toraise no less than Rs. 50,000 in that 
district to meet the cost of the Coronation festivities and of a town hall and 
a pleasure abode at its head-quarters. ‘Through fear of the Magistrate, the two 
zamindars have paid subscriptions which are but moderate in amount. The 
task of collecting subscriptions from the other inhabitants of the district has 
been entrusted to the police and the panchayats, who have been ordered 
to raise Rs. 2,000 from each of the eight thanas into which the district 
jurisdiction is divided. For fear of offending the Magistrate, the pleaders 
and mukhtears are now obliged to pay double or treble the amounts originally 
promised by them, while the local tradesmen, who were threatened by 
that officer with the penalty of increased assessments under the Income 
Tax Act, have, under compulsion, agreed to subscribe handsomely in 
aid of the Coronation festivities fund. As regards the proposal to erect a 
town hall, it would be enough to say that no new town hall is needed in Bogra, 
there being no occasion touse the existing Town Hall and the Public Library 
Hall which are more than sufficient for all conceivable purposes. While the 
cost of the performances to be given in Bogra by the proprietors of tle Aurora 
Theatre from Calcutta is estimated at Rs. 1,500, and Jatras and dances will cost 
hundreds, the Magistrate has allotted only Rs. 75 for the purpose of feeding 
about 800 school-boys and only Rs. 93 for feasting the poor. The attention 
of the Local Government and the Divisional Commissioner is drawn to the 
programme of the ensuing Coronation festivities in Bogra and the rigour 
with which subscriptions are being collected from the inhabitants of the dis- 
trict. Itis certainly improper fora wiseand sensible Government to thus 
wound public feeling on an auspicious occasion like that of the Sovereign’s 
Coronation. 


23. The Murshidabad Mitaishi _wanenaeee Pe ~ 24th December 
. wants to know 1 r. Carey, Magistrate of the 

sat te natciaeie of Mnenitenee Murshidabad district, possesses pie authority to 
nner spend the Coronation fund of the district in any 
other way than that resolved upon by the Coronation Committee, and says 
that if he disallows certain items of expenditure, such as amusements and 
feasting, because they are ‘‘not within the scope of the circular,” how can he 
devote, as he proposes to do, any portion of the fund to the building of a 
skating rink, which is also not mentioned in the circular, or how can he, in 
order to get sufficient money fura rink, propose to cut down expenditure on 
lighting and fireworks which are mentioned in the circular? If some of the 
subseribers are fora skating rink, others are for feasting and amusements. 
It is true, the fund is deposited with him, but it ought to be spent as the 


Committee wishes it to be spent. Mr. Carey, as Magistrate, has no right to 
Spend it without consulting the Committee. 
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Why, again, is Mr. Carey so anxious to appropriate.a portion of the Curzon 
sssmeaal fund for his skating rink? Are the F cee memorial fund and the 
Coronation fund to be amalgamated for the purpose of building a skating rink 
for the Europeans? A fit memorial of the Coronation, no doubt! But what 
harm has the former fund done that it should be made to contribute to. the 
cost of a rink? Is it because Mr. Carey is the custodian of this fund also 
that he is going to use it.as he likes? The writer has heard that Mr. Carey 
has already spent a portion of the fund without consulting the subscribers. 
This is, very wrong indeed. | 

Mr. Carey has also requested the Coronation Committee to grant Rs. 200, 
to supplement the Government grant of Rs. 500 for lighting the houses of the 
Europeans living around Square Field. This will bea sheer misuse of the 
Coronation fund. 

24, A tenant of the Jaypur khas mahal in the Bogra distriet, writing in 
the Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 25th December, says 
that the raiyats of the khas mahal, on the invita- 
| tion of the Manager of the mahal, agreed to pay 
a subscription of one anna per rupee of rent in commemoration of the Emperor’s 
Coronation, on the understanding that only a small portion of the fund raised 
should be spent in fireworks, amusements, and feasting school children and 
the poor, and the major portion should be spent. in erecting a suitable house 
for the Middle English Schoo! at Khanjanpur, which is now located in a dilapi- 
dated hovel. They have, however, been greatly pained by the demand of the 
District Magistrate that Rs, 2,000 out of the funds collected at Khanjanpur 
should be contributed to the head-quarters fund for celebrating the Coronation. 
lf this contribution is made, sufficient money will not remain for a school 
building, and the school will, at no distant date, have to be abolished for want 
of ahouse. Under the circumstances, the Magistrate should reconsider the 
matter. 

25. The Rangalaya [Calcutta] of the 27th December publishes the follow- 

The Holwell Monument ing correspondence under the name of Nikhil 
Chandra Ray :-- — 

The Holwell monument which has been newly erected by Lord Curzon has 
its origin in the Black Hole Tragedy. But the question arises in the mind of 
every thoughtful man, whether a monument should at all be erected to com- 
memorate the tragedy. On the question of the occurrence of this tragedy, Babus 
Akshay Kumar Maitra and Biharilal Sarkar have published historical disserta- 
tions, a perusal of which makes it clear to every intelligent man that the occur- 
rence of the Black Hole Tragedy or any extraordinary incident in its: connection 
cannot be believed. What, then, was the object of Lord Curzon in erecting a 
monument to. commemorate an incident, the occurrence of which is:doabted by 
ne and which, if it at all took place, had nothing extraordinary about 
it ?. 

When unveiling the monument, His Excellency said that he had erected 
it im the sacred names of those heroes who had shed theip life-blood to 
establish British rule in India. But did His Excellency say to what work 
of heroism those brave countrymen of his devoted their lives? What. he 


Subscriptions for the Corona- 
tion celebration in Bogra. 


said amounted to saying that they had been heroes of Marathon, Thermopyle 


or Ladysmith. But history says that, after a little effort at defending the. fort, 


Governor Drake and others fled like cowards, and that:those of the garrison who — 


remained behind would have followed them if circumstances: had permitted it. 
The Nawab’s forces suddenly entered the fort. Has His Excellency or Mr. C. 
R. Wilson been able to reconcile the differences: whick exist between the version 
of the case as given by the former and the version which has been left by such 
English historians.as Holwell and Orme? ‘The manner in which Lord Cur 
has extolled the heroism of the 146 men who. are said to have been imprisoned 
‘in. the Black Hole leadsus to think that all of them fought against the over- 
whelming forces of the- Nawab. But how many Englishmen. made a gallant 
stand in defence of the fort? Holwell says: “The troops im garrison consi 

by the muster-rolls. laid before us about the 6th or 8th June, of 145 im battalion 
and 45 of the train officers, including in both 60: Europeans” (Holweil’s: India 
_ Lracts, page 302). Among these 60 Europeans were some Portuguese. Whether 
these Europeans bravely defended the fort or not isnot known. Asa matter of 
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fact, there is‘no proof of Englishmen: having:shown much bravery in India in 
those days. Will His Excellency tell us why he has called those Englishmen 
heroes who are said to have perished in the Black Hole? It is not impossible | 
that'a few Englishmen opposed the Nawab’s forces, or even rioted in order to 
save their lives.: §«: SO Oe ht een ad eee 
.". Let'us now examine the authority which inspired the erection ‘of the monu- 
ment. There is no certainty that there existed: within the ‘fort'a room named 
the Black Hole. Black Hole isa purely English ‘name, and was probably 
invented by Mr. Holwell after the occurrence of the tragedy. ‘We do not affirm 
that the tragedy did not at all occur. The plain fact ‘is that, according to the 
custom of winners, the Nawab’s General ordered the conquered Europeans to 
be shut up ina room. But we fail to understand how 146 Englishmen could 


have been shut up in a room measuring 18 feet by 23 feet. Busteed, who is 
Lord Curzon’s authority, says:— 


‘It is suggestive of uncertainty as to the number that went into the Black 
Hole that Holwell in his letter to the Bombay Government from Murshidabad 
onthe day after his being set at liberty (July 17th) gives it at ‘about one 
hundred and sixty five or one hundred and seventy’ and says about sixteen 
canie out, so that it ‘is evident that the numbers accepted by historians were 
only adopted by Holwell for his narrative after he had had an opportunity of 
comparing notes with other survivors” (Lchoes from Old Calcutta, 2nd edition, 
pages 31-32.) | 

The number of the imprisoned Englishmen is given by Mr. Holwell as 170 
in one place and as 165 in another; he also says that 16 came out, After 
mature consideration, he fixes the number of the imprisoned at 146 and those 
of the survivors at 23. Which of his words are we to believe? Does not 
Mr. Busteed’s explanation seem to mex fog weight? Again, it is physically 
impossible for 146 men to enter in a body into a room of the dimensions of 


the Black Hole. Ordinary history says that all the 146 men were Englishmen, 
but those who know say otherwise, Busteed says :— 


‘‘The number of people who become prisoners in the fort falling into the 
enemy’s hands was 146. They were of all sorts and conditions—black, brown, 
and white. Most accounts agree that there was only one woman amongst them. 


Manv of the shattered remnants were wounded,—all were in a state of extreme 
exhaustion.” —Busteed, p. 21. : 2 


‘ 


If all the 146 men were not Englishmen, then it: must be said 
that only those of them who were Englishmen. were imprisoned in. one room, 
and that Holwell did not know where the remaining prisoners were kept. 
Holwell gave the names of fifty of the victims of the Black Hole, and Lord 
Curzon has discovered those of another twenty. But His Excellency cannot 
say whether these men did or did not outlive the fatal night. The whole 
thing, however, comes to this, that fifty or sixty Englishmen were kept 
imprisoned in a single room for a whole night in the month of June. They 
were wounded, weak, and exhausted. It was no wonder for them to have 
become thirsty, and there was nothing unnatural ‘and ‘extraordinary. in their 
succumbing to thirst and exhaustion. In fine, the: Black Hole incident:.was -not 
such a unique occurrence as to require preservation: in’ history;' Musalman 
historians attached no importance to it.: Even among Englishmen it -had 
acquired no importance before ‘Mr. Holwell wrote his famous letter: in the: year 
1757. We are at a loss to understand why: Lord Curzon. re-ereeted a monu- 
ment, which. had once ‘before been: erected and demolished, in relation to an 
incident in which there:had occurred nothing singular, and which was merely 
an incident ina war. The people of Calcutta at that time knew: nothing of. it. 
Hajee Mustappa, the translator of the Mutaksharin into English, says:: “ This 
event, which cuts so capital a figure in Mr, Watt’s performance, is not known in 
Bengal.” Mustappa eharacterised the people of Calcutta as wanting in cutios- - 
th But it did not become him to say ‘this. Could not those: ‘Hindus and 
mans, who invented innumerable stories and: doggerels - about Siraj-ud- 
Doula’s doings, do the same about the Black Hole Tragedy? The fact is that 
they: did not think it to be a very voteworthy. event. - ete toe a 

What Lord Curzon hus done will never be undone,.in spite of hundreds of 


such criticisms as we can offer. But in Caloutta, the Hindu will ever point 


Se 


to the monument and say to the foreign Musalman —“ Lo! there is a great work 
of Lord Curzon, who erected this monument at his own expehse, in order to 
commemorate a shame of the Musalmans,” 
26. The Bangavast ee 2 the 27th a ta a8 follows —_ 

we n the notice which Mr. Gupta has issued to 
alauten te Dili Dar. the representatives Of the Press it is stated that the 
bar.  ‘gtore-room shall remain open every day from 8 to 
11 a.m., and that the representatives should send their servants between hose 
hours for their prescribed food-allowance. Now, this is an arrangement that 
does not commend itself to us. In the first place, it would have been more 
seemly to send the provisions to the representatives on trays or ‘in baskets 


instead of requiring them to stand in this manner,’ basket in hand, at the'‘door 


of the store-room, in expectation of the prescribed supply. In the second 
place, as nothing is provided for in the way of ‘breakfast, it would have 
been better to issue every evening the supply for the following day. Suppose 
a representative gets his supply of provisions at 9 4.m.; he ¢atinot expect a 
cooked meal of rice, pulses, and vegetables before 11-80 a.a. or 12 noon, 

It is stated in the notice that if any representative shovld require any- 
thing in addition to the prescribed food-allowance, Mr. Gupta will be glad to 
supply. it, if possible, on the representative making a requisition ‘to that effect. 
But no guest likes to ask his host for anything extra, particularly where there 
is a chance of his being given a refusal. Mr. Gupta would have done beter' if 
he had given some indications of the nature of the additional articles which he 
is in @ position to supply. Suppose a representative is in the habit of eating 
every day half a seer of the sweetmeat known as Jarfi and half a seer of the 
preparation of milk known as rabri. Is Mr. Gupta in a position to supply him 
these things? ; : ay 

“It is also stated in the notice that hot water shall be supplied between 8 
and 11 4.m. Mr. Gupta perhaps takes it for granted that no one leaves his bed 
before 8 4.M., and that no one is, therefore, likely to require hot water before 
that hour. But the representative of this paper, as well as that of the Hind 
Bangavast, leaves bed every day at 6-30 4.m. This arrangement contrasts 
very unfavourably with that made on the occasion of Lord Lytton’s Delhi 
Assemblage, when every representative was provided with oven, pot, and fuel 
in his own quarters, for the purpose of heating water. 

Each representative is to get one seer of milk ~~ day. But this 
quantity will not be sufficient for the needs of many. We, for’ ourselves, are 
pemanns three seers of milk every day at the rate of five seers per rupee. 

ilk does not appear to be a rare commodity in Delhi.‘ The allowance of five 
seers of ‘fuel will also prove inadequate. : a 

Nothing is provided for in the way of sauce. Tamarind, at any’ rate, 
is available in Delhi, while Delhi pickles enjoy a wide celebrity.'' Many ‘epre- 
sentatives will be glad to have some Delhi morobba (preserves) every day. 

There is also a wide difference, as regards cost, between the food- 
allowance of those who will eat in the Hindu style and those who will eat 
in the European style, the proportion, between the two being ‘something like 
24 to: 10 rupees. Why this difference between ‘the two classés of guests? 
It may: ‘be contended that no article of food used by the Hindus is very 
costly, The fact is that one may have a hearty fare for one rupee either in 
the Hindu or in the European style. To make the entertainment of those 
who will eat in the Hindu style quite as costly as that of those who will ‘eat 
in the European style, you can give the former a daily ‘allowdnce of' the 
Delhi sweetmeat which is sold at the rate of Rs. 2} per'seer, of ¢réam 
fried in clarified butter brought from Krishndgore, of grapes and Kabul 
pomeyranates, and of freshly prepared clarified butter. 

' There is also’ great difference between the dining-rooms provided for the 
two classes of guests, That provided for the first class of representatives -is a 


; 


emall hovel with a mud floor, wicker-work walls, and a roof of corrugated 
iron with a hole in the middle, while that provided for the other class is lined 
with matting, adorned with rich hangings, hung rourid with quilts, and provided 
with a chimney and fire-place. Is this difference made’ under‘ the impréssion 
that Hindus are ascetié in their habits and do not therefore feel or catch cold ? 
Or why should the dining-room of one ciass of guests be as gay as & dancing 
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saloon, while that provided for the other should be ao wretched as to be fi 
only for fiends to dance in? — 


( 16 ) 


27. The same paper writes :— . 
Fy It is somewhat. surprising to learn from Lord 


The’ Viceroy and the Holwell Cyyzon that a well-educated man like him first 


| | learnt the details of the Black Hole massacre in 
Mr. Busteed’s book. Many people wrote about the Black Hole before 
Mr. Busteed. Mr. Holwell himself gave an account of the event in his ‘India 
Tracts,” ) 

Jt is a pity that His Excellency, who seems to have made many 
researches in this connection, has not been able to ascertain why the monument 
erected by Mr. Holwell was pulled down. For many have an impression that 
either no such monument ever existed, or that the Kast India Company pulled 
it down because nothing had happened to justify its existence. If it. be 
contended that the monument in question may have been destroyed by storm or 
lightning, one may. ask, how was it that it was never re-erected? Was there 
no patriot among the members of the East India Company ? ey 

His Excellency declares that he has been able to rescue from oblivion the 
names of forty other sufferers hesides those mentioned by Mr. Holwell. 

The sufferers in the Black Hole are said to buve been 146 in number, of 
whom 23 nly survived. Thus 123 persons were victims of that dire tragedy. 
The doubts of many would have been set at rest if His Excellency could have 
discovered the names of all these victims, His Excellency should also have 
said how it was that Mr. Holwell, who was an eye-witness of the occurrence, 
and who certainly knew all the sufferers, could not give the names of more 
than 50. The booksin which His Excellency has discovered the names of 
the 40 additional victims must have been quite fresh when Mr. Holwell erected 
bis monument, Are not these additional names to be found in those books? 

His Excellency has generously exonerated Shiraz-ud-Doula from all blame 
for this horrible tragedy. Torrens and other writers on nistory did this 
before him. : : BAS als 4 } 

We have, however, one thing to say to the Viceroy. Many have come 
to doubt the authenticity of the Black Hole story from reading the writings of 
Biharilal Sarkar aud Akhay Kumar Maitreya, and to such persons the erection 
of a memorial like this may appear to be an unjustifiable indictment against 
the Indian character. : 

The grounds on which these people doubt the authenticity of the Black Hole 
massacre are these. The Mutaksharin which purports, and which may be 
proved, to have been written at the instance of the English, which was written 
by a contemporary writer who is understood to have been a servant of the 
East India Company and which may be accepted as an impartial account, in- 
asmuch as it mentions the faults of Shiraz-ud-Doula, says nothing about the 
Black Hole. Could 146 human beings, again, be forced, by any possibility, 
into a dungeon of the stated dimensions? How is it that there is not 
the slightest mention of the Black Hole in any letter of Clive or Watson? In 
the treaty which was made with Shiraz-ud-Doula compensation was exacted 
for every damage, How is it that there is no mention of the Black Hole in that 
treaty? How is it that Mr. Holwell mentioned the names of 50 alone among the 
123 alleged victims? How was it that no one then living in Calcutta knew 
anything about so remarkable an incident? Why did Mr. Holwell write his 
account of the massacre during his voyage home, instead of writing it in 
India? Lord Curzon should have set these doubts at rest, for it is the duty of 
a generous and sensible Viceroy to remove all misconception from the mind 
of a loyal people like the Indians. 

28. The Dacca Prakash | Dacca| of the 28th December considers it a 


| shame and reproach of the Dacca town, being, as i 

Ps wre an Se ne oe ee ie st of East Bengal, not to way sent : 
single delegate to the last Indian National Congress. 

The town contains a very large number of pleaders and mukhtears, who earn a 
handsome income, and merchants and traders who are owners of countless 
wealth. It has also supplied men to every branch of the public service, from 

_ the, High Court Judgeship to petty clerkships. How is it, then, that it could 
not find a single man to represent it at the Congress ? 


“ 


a 


‘vast | December contains five cartoons 
Ss eee oe eee ee 
Cartoons on the Darbar. headed! ‘Shakespeare on the Darbar. (from an 
ofiginal manuscript found in the Praticass office, Calcutta)” and shows the 
King-Emperot in a efanding, posture and India standing before him as 4 
woman holditig the Proclamation of 1858 in her left hand, while three figures, 
-itendéd to be those of famine-stricken, emaciated men, lie at her feet. 
The letter-press is as follows :— | 
“You first taught me to beg; and now, methinks, : 
You teach me how a beggar should be answer’d.”—Merchant of 
Venwe, 

The second caxfoon contains a group of figures, male and female, the 
central female figure having the wore Delhi Darbar” inscribed on it, The 
letter: press is ae follows:— | 

: “ Att,—News, my good Lord. 
Ant.—Grates me the sum, | 
Att—Famine and plague in C. P., Coronation sovlam throughout 
Bengal. | - 7 
Ant.—Let Rome in Tyber melt! 
Here is my space.” 


The third cartoon shows three figures, evidently Lord Curzon and two 
Native Princes, each of the two latter pouring money from a bag which he 
holds in his hand and the coins descending in a stream and accumulating on 
the ground. The letter-press is as follows:— pad, 

*¢ I¢ droppeth ne’er in vain ; , 
But blesseth him that gives and him: that takes. 


Vide Lord’ Curzon’s Political Economy.)” | 
he fourth cartoon is very much like the first, and shows the female fi 
India kneeling in an attitude of supplication before the figure of the King» 
Emperor. The letter-press, too, which is in Bengali, is much like that. given 
below the first cartoon. The following is its English translation :— 
“‘T was indeed, O Emperor, poor and subject to another, 
But I knew not what it was to beg. ee | | 
You have (to-day) taught me and taught me well the beggar’s 
- ultimate fate,” | 
In the fifth cartoon are’ showri Lord and Lady Curzon seated’ oti State 
cheirs, while a messenger comes dnd. reads something to them. ‘The letter-preds 
is as: tollows:— ge : , 
Messenger.—Arbiter of India’s fate, it is with fear that I come to-day, 
_.. Carrying dire news, to communicate to you. 
Arbiter of India’s fate.—I have but litile leisure, be' brief: 
Messenger,—For want of food the men and women of the Central Pro- 
| ee ee 
Are said to be enteriny’ ito’ the juws' of Death: 
From crores of throats rise India’s wails 
_ Protesting against the showering of money on your rayshuya. 
Arbiter of Enitia’s fate—The news you have brought, O' midssttiger, is like 
@ dream that ons: dreunis ms Ovdriii Might, iia 
Is not dire punishment at his'hands whose fett dra’ served’ by 
Princes itmunittable, = = __ Wire ae 
Before: whom bow down herds of clephants in brilliant attire, 


eer i Fay and Pestiliiice'? . | 

Fell me, how ate they to enter into thia “prosperous 
India” ? shades A se se 
Hi such @ baseless story’ proves true, il ee | 
How can I now leavé this Delhi—this pleasure-loving. 
beauty ? . | perenne 
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and other papers. 


URIYA AND 
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Dec, 18th, 1902, 


SILCHAR, 
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Urrra Papers. 


30. A correspondent of the Uriya and Navasamvad Sap ogg? of the 
10th December writes to say that the state 
uaa ihm of the rabé crop in that district is hopeful. 
81. The same paper states that fever is raging virulently in the 
Balasore town, and is of opinion that the insani- 
condition of the tanks, due to the neglect of 
the Balasore Municipality, is a contributory cause. | 
32, The same paper states that fever is more or less prevalent in all 


the villages of the Baliapal thana, and has proved 

Pe 1: ee thena of fatal in village Maheshpur in the Bhograi outpost, 

rane: | where 40 per cent. of the population are said to 
have succumbed to the disease last month. 


33. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 20th December gives publicity 


_ to the philanthropic and heroic conduct of two 
PP css — of two Uriy® tJriya school-boys, named Lambodar Misra and 

Padmalabh Das, who saved two elderly ladies 
from being drowned in the Kathjuri river in front of the College bathing 
ghat, and requests the local authorities to take early steps to prevent such 
accidents in future. 


34, The Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 10th December is 


; _ sorry to note that Macmillan and Company have 
nn exe esoke ey * ~monopolised almost all the important vernacular 
school-books; to be used in the middle vernacular 
and primary schools in Orissa, and sympathises with the authors and 
publishers of Uriya school-books, whose interests have been prejudiced by 
foreign competition. 
35. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 20th December gives accounts 
of the splendid preparations that are being made 
ime i samen Coronation festivities 
at Talcher, Kendrapara, and other places. A correspondent of the same paper 
defends the policy of holding Coronation Darbars all over India against the 
accusations of its opponents, and explains the principles on which it is based. 
The Samvad Vahika | Balasore| of the 18th December proposes to appear as 
a cheaper weekly in honour of the Coronation. The Uriya and Navasamvad 
[ Balasore] of the 10th December gives a detailed account of the proceedings 
that are to be held at Balasore on the Darbar day, and supports the petition 


of Mr. Sorabji to His Excellency the Viceroy, praying for the abolition of 


‘the slaughter of kine in India by a legislative enactment in honour of His 


Majesty’s Coronation. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack} complains that the Civil 

0 have not heen asked to transact their business during the Darbar 
holidays. : | 

36. The Uriya and Navasamvad ony wa of the 18th December regrets 

.__ to state that the opening of railway communica- 

io ay ee ae oe Orissa has brought into being a daring 

class of thieves, robbers, and cheats, who prey 

upon the railway passengers with impunity, and gives instances of such 

crimes that were committed at the Jajpur, Bhadrak, and Soro stations. 


Fever in Balasore town. 


AssaM PAPERS. 


37. The Silchar [Silchar] of the 15th December says that though boys 


hs isc kee i in the vernacular schools in the Cachar district in 
no sans cai ta, ne, Assam have been for some time reading the Way 


to Health published by the Government as a text 
book on hygiene and have been passing their examinations in it, no one has 
yet ever seen a Cachar villager, who stands very much in need of good 
drinking water, use even a cheap filter of earthen pots, described in that text- 
book, to purify his drinking water. The Deputy Inspector of Schools, Silchar, 
should cause every school to keep such a filter, which will not cost more than 
four annas, in order to teach boys its practical use. The public health of 


Cachar will greatly improve if its residents use such a filter to purify their 
water where pure water is not available. 
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88. The same paper asks the Director of Public Instruction, Assam, to 

‘ 5 See reconsider, at least for the Cachar district, the 

is bor sag my om P scales of salaries and rewards which have been 

recently fixed by him for the province. Under 

the scale which has been fixed, no pathsala teacher in Cachar, who is generally 

a man without any sort of educational certificate, will get more than Rs. 5 as 

salary and Rs. 2-8 as reward. His income will, therefore, never exceed 

rupees seven or eight a month, But this scale of remuneration will not attract 

good teachers to the work. Some reward ought to be given for each boy 

of the fourth class, because it is this class which contains the largest number 

of boys, the first three, for which a reward has been fixed, generally contain- 
ing a very small number, 
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